
  

 
 

Contact Information: 
Calgary Office: 403.255.5074 

Toll Free: 1.888.588.9550 
Email: brent@partnershipgroup.ca  
Website: www.partnershipgroup.ca   

 

Brent Barootes 
Brent is President the Partnership Group – Sponsorship 
Specialists™, an Alberta based sponsorship consulting firm. 
His expertise includes sponsorship valuations and audits, 
inventory/benefit development, package development, and 
mentoring of staff and volunteers. Brent has spent over 20 
years in the industry and provided services directly to such 
organizations as MS Society of Canada, Grant MacEwan 
University, Westerner Park, Go Community Centre, CARE 
Canada, STARS, Youth Emergency Shelter Society, Boys and 
Girls Clubs of Edmonton, Federation of Calgary Communities, 
Globe Theatre, Pump House Theatre Society, Rotary Club of 
Calgary, AFP Calgary, World Vision Canada, Canadian Red 
Cross, and many others. 

 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 516.661.8823 

Email: info@wendybodnar.com  
Website: www.wendybodnar.com   

 

Wendy Bodnar 
Wendy is the owner of The Growth Shop. She is a dynamic 
speaker and her humorous style gets results! She facilitates 
stress and energy seminars across Canada to thousands of 
participants in government, associations, hospitals, small and 
large businesses. Wendy is the co-author of ‘Building Energy’, 
has published articles DVD’s and CD educational series. 
Wendy holds a Bachelor of Physical Education degree, was 
the Executive Director of two Provincial Fitness Certification 
programs and is a national member of the Canadian 
Association of Professional Speakers.  
 

 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 403.356.1598 

Email: desiree@2020mindsight.com 
Website: www.2020mindsight.com   

Desiree Bauer 
On her way to a stellar career in economic development, 
evidenced by her nomination as Alberta Economic Developer 
of the Year, Desiree Bauer found her true passion was people 
development, specifically the development potential of team 
excellence. A licensed HBDI practitioner, she delivers 
executive level professional development workshops and 
presentations. Her client list includes Tourism Calgary, the 
Calgary Real Estate Board, the City of Red Deer, Edmonton 
Catholic School Boards and Alberta Transportation. Desiree 
currently serves on the Board of Directors of Alberta Women 
Entrepreneurs (AWE) and is the 2009-2010 Chair of the Red 
Deer Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors. 



 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 403.508.0678 

Email: val@performancecurve.com  
Website: www.performancecurve.com     

 

Valerie Cade 
Valerie Cade has earned worldwide acclaim as a Professional 
Speaker and Business Consultant for the past 15 years and 
she is committed to stopping Workplace Bullying. Valerie has 
been noted as: Enthusiastically…subtle, 
Delightfully…engaging, Creative, Humorous and Genuine. She 
has been a CEO of one of Canada’s largest training 
companies for 10 years, was noted as one of the top speakers 
in North America by Sharing Ideas Magazine and she was 
honoured with the President’s Award for Distinguished Service 
for the Canadian Association of Professional Speakers. Her 
book, “Bully Free at Work”, as noted in MacLean’s magazine, 
is ground breaking in terms of creating corporate policy and 
legislation throughout North America and Europe to stop 
Bullying in the Workplace...especially in the volunteer sector. 

 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 780.817.1497 

Email: lisa@lisachell.com  
Website: www.lisachell.com    

 

Lisa Chell 
Lisa brings an impressive combination of personal and 
professional experience to her work as a respected 
communications expert, speaker, trainer and coach who 
focuses on fresh, immediately usable insights. She is an active 
member of the Canadian Association of Professional 
Speakers, volunteer for the Lifesaving Society and Red Cross, 
fund raiser, athlete and mother of four. People call her a 
“champion” and welcome and appreciate her encouraging 
leadership that opens their eyes to their potential, helps them 
map out strategic actions to turn their ideas into reality, and 
then helps and supports them to achieve record results – in 
record time. 

 
 

Contact Information: 
See Bill Locke’s information 

Dr. Joel Christie  
Dr. Christie is currently a Social Planner for FCSS in Calgary. 
His portfolio includes the seniors sector as well as one 
grassroot community in Calgary. Dr. Christie is also President 
of ParticiCom Inc. and has over forty years of direct senior and 
executive management experience. He focuses on the 
development of organizations and the management of 
strategic change in human service organizations. His Masters 
degree specialized in Community Development and his 
doctoral studies focused on Organization Development and the 
Management of Strategic Change in complex organizations 
focusing especially on the Health system. Dr. Christie has 
worked directly with and made presentations to private, 
voluntary and government sectors at international, provincial 
and community levels.  These undertakings have included 
facilitating projects on visioning, strategic management, 
program planning, staff development and personal coaching. 



He has also worked with persons and organizations in both the 
private and public sectors to help them re-examine their 
mission and revitalize their sense of commitment to the 
mission and markets. 

 

 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 403.560.9273 

Email: jsdaw@shaw.ca  
 

Jocelyne Daw  
Jocelyne is international recognized for her pioneering work in 
cause marketing and a sought after expert on business-
community partnerships, community branding and integrating 
marketing and fundraising for significant results.  A well-known 
speaker and consultant, Jocelyne has embraced a steadfast 
commitment to strengthening nonprofit organizations and 
businesses work in the growing field of community 
engagement.  She has been retained by many leading 
nonprofits and companies both in Canada and the United 
States to provide strategic counsel that propels their work.  
Jocelyne is the author of "Cause Marketing for Nonprofits: 
Partner for Purpose, Passion and Profits" and the soon-to-be 
released book, coauthored with Carol Cone, "Breakthrough 
Nonprofit Branding: The Seven Principles to Power 
Extraordinary Growth."  

 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 403.270.8824 

Email: garygerber@telus.net  
 

Gary Gerber 
Gary Gerber is a busy Marriage and Family Therapist and has 
lead workshops and seminars on Conflict Resolution for over 
15 years. He skillfully addresses immediate challenges while 
getting at hidden issues that cause problems and conflict. 
Gary’s engaging style quickly creates trust and allows people 
to feel at ease and confident about tackling problems people 
never thought they could solve! Gary offers user-friendly 
solutions to inter-personal difficulties that can be applied in all 
areas of one’s life, especially for volunteers who feel they may 
not ‘have a say’. 

 



 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 780.425.4644 ext. 112  

Email: ngoudar@naarr.org  
Website: www.naarr.org   

Natasha Goudar (MEd, BA)  
Natasha is the Migrant Routes Coordinator. Prior to her 
position at the Centre for Race and Culture, Natasha worked 
as a labour educator and youth organizer for close to ten 
years. Natasha has enjoyed many opportunities and 
experiences in developing and facilitating popular education for 
marginalized communities, youth, unions, community groups 
and non-governmental organizations across Canada and 
internationally. Natasha has just completed her Masters in 
Education which focused on Palestinian women’s liberation 
movements and the role of popular education in resistance. In 
addition, she is involved in community activism around issues 
of environmental justice, Palestine solidarity, feminist and anti-
racist struggles. Her position as Migrant Routes Coordinator 
allows her to continue working on social change through 
transformative anti-racist education and building more 
awareness around the experiences, struggles and barriers 
facing newcomers to Canada. 
 

 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 780.466.9324 

Email: shawn@gruntmulti.com  
Website: www.gruntmulti.com   

 

Shawn Gramiak  
Shawn has taught folks how to use computers for the past ten 
years. He has worked with clients ranging from 17 to 70, and 
specializes in working with people who are new to computers. 
Shawn knows how confusing and frustrating technology can 
be, but he also knows the practice, perseverance and curiosity 
are the best tools to tame technology. Shawn is an educator, a 
professional stand up comedian, and public speaker. He has 
been voted the Top Speaker at the Vitalize Volunteer 
Conference for four years, and his a regular at Rick Bronson’s 
Comic Strip at West Edmonton Mall. Please welcome, Shawn 
Gramiak 

 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 403.261.6655 ext 227 

Email: mgrogan@calgarycvo.org  
 

Mike Grogan  
Mike is the Director of Workforce Development for the Calgary 
Chamber of Voluntary Organizations and the Secretariat of the 
newly formed Alberta Nonprofit Workforce Council. Mike has 
worked with nonprofit organizations for over 25 years in areas 
including youth program development and evaluation, adult 
education and organizational effectiveness. Mike has degrees 
in Economics and Leadership and his enthusiasm and passion 
for the sector are evident in his numerous volunteer activities in 
community services, youth and sports organizations. 



 
Contact Information: 
Email: anvsi@gov.ab.ca 

Website: www.culture.alberta.ca/anvsi 
 

Mark Holmgren 
Mark provides half-time executive services to the 
NonProfit/Voluntary Sector Table of ANVSI. His nonprofit 
background includes serving in executive leadership positions 
for United Ways in two countries, and as executive director of 
Operation Friendship. As a consultant to the nonprofit sector, 
Mark has worked with dozens of human service organizations 
and local governments in the areas of strategic planning, 
organizational change, innovation, and evaluation.  

 

 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 780.422.8166 

Email: scott.hood@gov.ab.ca  
Website: 

www.servicealberta.ca/Businesses_Charities 
 

Scott Hood 
Scott has worked for the Government of Alberta for 21 years.  
Since 1995 he has been involved with legislation to protect 
consumers in Alberta.  His responsibilities include the 
administration of the Charitable Fund-raising Act as the 
Minister’s Designate, Franchises Act and he has been 
delegated as a Director of Fair Trading under the Fair Trading 
Act. Scott is a liaison to the Alberta Association of Fund 
Raising Executives, and Association of Fund-raising 
Professionals, Edmonton and Calgary Chapters.  In March of 
2007, Scott was honoured to receive the Outstanding Service 
Award from AAFRE.  Scott also contributed in the drafting of 
the Uniform Law Conference of Canada’s harmonized fund-
raising legislation.  In 2006 the Deputy Minister appointed Scott 
to the Collaborative Committee of the Alberta Non-
Profit/Voluntary Sector Initiative (ANVSI). 
 

 
 

Contact Information: 
Email: michael.janz@gmail.com 

 

Michael Janz 
Michael learned to type on a Macintosh Classic at an early 
age. Along with doing social media consultations, he is the 
Marketing Director for the Edmonton Federation of Community 
Leagues. He volunteers on the Edmonton Public Library Board 
and for the Edmonton Bicycle Commuters Society. Currently 
he is going through a 12 step recovery program for student 
government addicts. At the worst stage of his addiction was the 
President of the U of A Students Union. He is a strong believer 
in online tools and wants to introduce you and your 
organization to the exciting world of social media. 

 



 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone/Fax: 403. 829.5844 
Email: cbj@coryjohnson.ca  

Website: www.coryjohnson.ca   
 

Cory Johnson 
Cory Johnson is a person with two disabilities. He was born 
with Cerebral Palsy and suffered a stroke at age 11. Cory is 
able to use his life experiences to inspire change and motivate 
people to see disabilities in a different light.  Using his witty 
sense of humour, Cory captivates his audiences with stories 
that help people realize where they are at now, how they look 
at others, and how they can change their outlook. 
 

 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 780.427.3954 

Email: ryan.komarnicki@gov.ab.ca  
Website: www.pipa.alberta.ca 

 
 

Ryan Komarnicki  
Ryan is an Access and Privacy Advisor with the Access and 
Privacy Branch of Service Alberta. Ryan provides advice on 
the FOIP Act and the Personal Information Protection Act 
(PIPA) to public bodies, private-sector organizations and 
individuals. Ryan presents on FOIP and PIPA to various 
groups, with a focus on post-secondary institutions, schools 
and municipalities, and develops training programs and 
publications on the Acts. Ryan has been with Access and 
Privacy for about five years and worked previously for a 
national business association providing advice on government 
programs and regulations, including privacy legislation. 

 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 403-261-6655 ext 223  
Email: jlavoie@calgarycvo.org    
Website: www.calgarycvo.org  

 

Janet Lavoie  
Janet (CCVO Director, Membership Development) has worked 
in the voluntary sector for most of her professional life and has 
volunteered in numerous settings. From heading a small 
nonprofit to working on national initiatives, Janet brings 
passion and a breadth of experience to her role. She is 
particularly intrigued and inspired by the diversity of the sector 
and the drive and motivations that bring citizens together to 
create, to serve and to make change in our community. 



 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 403.921.3906 

Email: glepine@concordpd.ca  
Website: www.concordpd.ca 

 

Dr. Gary Lepine 
Dr. Gary Lepine was a college professor for 14 years before 
beginning Concord Professional Development.  His work 
concentrates primarily on applied professional ethics, diversity 
awareness, and organizational culture.  Gary is also co-
founder of  “Finishing Well”, an organization that offers public 
education on advance care planning issues and living with a 
terminal or critical illness.  He is currently a member of the 
Rockyview General Hospital’s (Calgary, AB) ethics committee 
and a board member of New Heights Learning Services, a 
school for alternative learning styles in Calgary.   

 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 780.989.7000   

Toll Free: 1.866.306.7111  
Fax: 780.989.7001  

Email: admin@waynelee.com  
Website: www.waynelee.com   

 

Wayne Lee 
Wayne Lee took a childhood interest in magic and a 
fascination with visualization and transformed himself from 
school teacher into comedic hypnotist and mind-power expert. 
Wayne Lee is a former five-time Canadian amateur wrestling 
champion who knows the mental focus that is essential in 
achieving success. Wayne’s unrelenting passion for 
entertaining and empowering people has led him to present for 
over 3,000 audiences and hypnotize more than 30,000 people 
worldwide. He was named Entertainer of the Year for The 
Canadian Events Industry in 2008! Wayne has appeared on 
national television shows, radio programs and has presented 
to clients such as IBM, General Motors, Princess Cruise Lines, 
eWomen Network, the Direct Selling Women’s Alliance and 
many more. Wayne is committed to showing audiences how to 
wake up the power of their mind to create more fun and 
success. 

 
 

Contact Information:  
Email: bill@capacitybuilders.org 

Website: www.capacitybuilders.org 
 

Bill Locke 
Co-author of Gardening Guide, A Toolkit for Leaders (2010), 
President of Capacity Builders. In the past 25 years, Bill and 
his team have worked with over 200 nonprofits, ministries, 
foundations and government bodies. That includes regional, 
national and international organizations in Canada and around 
the world. Bill brings experience in many sectors, including 
community development, social services, disabilities, mental 
health, aboriginal networks, youth, spiritual ministry, arts and 
international development. He is 54, married, with three grown 
children. He lives in Calgary, Alberta.   



 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 780.482.3300 

Email: ed@volunteeralberta.ab.ca  
Website: www.volunteeralberta.ab.ca    

 

Karen Lynch  
Karen is a respected community and civic leader, with over 30 
years of diverse experience working with business, all levels of 
government, charitable organizations, politicians and nonprofit 
groups in Edmonton. Karen tackles issues and challenges with 
a pragmatic and common-sense approach. That’s why she’s 
developed a reputation for making things happen and getting 
things done.  Karen’s employment history reflects her diverse 
skills as a consensus builder, an organizational wizard, a 
decisive leader when tough decisions have to be honoured. 
She now brings her passion for community volunteerism to 
Volunteer Alberta as Executive Director. 

 
Contact Information: 

Email: guy.mallabone@sait.ca  
 

Guy Mallabone 
Guy, MA, CFRE is recognized internationally as one of the 
most thoughtful and inspiring leaders in the non-profit sector.  
He has worked as a fundraising practitioner since 1980 and 
currently serves as the Vice-President of External Relations, 
and Chief Development Officer, for the Southern Alberta 
Institute of Technology in Calgary.  Guy is a top-rated 
international consultant and speaker, and currently teaches as 
an Adjunct Professor for the Masters in Fundraising program at 
the University of Belogna, Italy.  Guy holds a business degree 
from the University of Calgary and a Masters degree in 
Philanthropy & Development from St. Mary’s University in 
Minnesota.  He was recently selected as one of Alberta’s 50 
Most Influential Citizens by Alberta Venture Magazine in 2009, 
and selected by the Calgary Herald as one of that city’s 50 
Most Compelling Citizens. 

 

 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 780.422.9589 

Email: noel.mcintee@gov.ab.ca  
Website: www.albertalotteryfund.ca 

 

Noel McIntee  
Noel is currently the Community Liaison Officer for the Capital 
Region Area providing support to not-for-profit groups who 
want to access the two major grant programs.  Noel will speak 
to the Community Facility Enhancement Program grants as 
well as the Community Initiatives Program Project-Based 
grants.  Noel can help to define your project within the grant 
program’s guidelines, help with any application questions and 
be a resource for other related inquiries about the lottery grant 
funding.   



 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 780.422.2258 

Email: winston.mcconnell@gov.ab.ca  
Website: http://culture.alberta.ca/cip  

Winston McConnell 
Twenty years consulting with volunteer, non-profit 
organizations on how to best prepare their applications for 
funding and the interpretation of funding guidelines and now is 
the Coordinator of the Community Initiatives Program 
Community Operating Grants, the Modified Voluntary Sector 
Advancement Program and the Vitalize Youth/Mentor 
Program, has provided Winston with valuable experience in the 
dynamics of the funder-application relationship and the 
intricacies of preparing and analyzing applications.  Winston 
has conducted many community meetings and networked with 
various types of funding foundations/agencies on the granting 
and the application process.  He has presented on the topic of 
proposal writing and funding criterion at various conferences.  
Winston currently is a member of the Edmonton Funders 
Forum. 
 

 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 780 434 477 

Email: nadon@shaw.ca  
Website: www.donmelnychuk.com 

 

Dr. Don Melnychuk 
Don is a nationally recognized speaker, consultant and trainer 
with Nadon Consulting Ltd. He has spoken to thousands of 
people across Canada. Don specializes in topics related to 
stress and fatigue management and shiftwork. He is known for 
being a well--informed, stimulating and entertaining speaker. 
With a 90% repeat and referral business-- his programs work! 
Dr. Melnychuk holds a Ph.D. in psychology from the University 
of Alberta. He is a member of the College of Alberta 
Psychologists and the Canadian Association of Professional 
Speakers  

 
 

Contact Information: 
Email: carol.moerth@gov.ab.ca  

Website: www.culture.alberta.ca/anvsi 
 
 

Carol Moerth 
Carol is the Executive Director of the Alberta  
Nonprofit/Voluntary Sector Initiative Secretariat - Government 
of Alberta. Carol has worked for the Government of Alberta for 
over 20 years in a diverse range of departments ranging from 
Economic Development to Advanced Education to Children 
and Youth Services to Service Alberta and is currently working 
for Culture and Community Spirit. 



 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 403.456.4875 

Email: tony@myerscan.com  
Website: www.myerscan.com 

 

Tony Myers 
Myers & Associates is a fundraising consultancy based in 
Calgary, Canada.  Tony is internationally recognized for his 
expertise in major donor fundraising, major campaign 
development and sustainable fundraising plans.  His clients 
range from some of the highest profile organizations 
internationally to some of the smallest and most relevant 
locally. Tony has provided leadership in developing and 
executing numerous successful fundraising campaigns by 
connecting organizational effectiveness, governance, 
infrastructure and planning to results. Tony has spoken and 
made presentations on philanthropy, development and 
fundraising on four continents.  He is sought after as a speaker 
because he brings a passion and commitment to his work in 
the support of philanthropy in world wide.  
 

 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 403.262.7186 

Email: FLN@telusplanet.net  
 

Frank G. J. Nieboer 
Frank Nieboer is a former banker with 25 years of banking 
experience and who has over the past 20 years devoted 
himself to consulting to the private, non profit and charitable 
sector.   His practice is centred on facilitating and consulting on 
strategic planning, board governance and business planning.   
Over his consulting career he has been able to provide 
practical, timely and implementable advice for a wide range of 
clients. He has held numerous Board appointments on 
national, provincial and local organizations.   

 

 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone:  403.293.5221 

E-mail:  drewprice@shaw.ca  
 

Drew Price 
Drew Price taught junior high school in Calgary for 10 years 
and then worked in training and education for an additional 17 
years with Achievers Canada, the Strategic Coach, Custom 
Learning Systems, and Fred Pryor Seminars before founding 
his own company, Drew Price Seminars in 1998.  For the past 
11 years, Drew has taught internationally in 13 countries, 
including the U.S., Mexico, the United Kingdom, Europe, the 
Middle East and India.  Most of Drew’s business is repeat or 
referral and largely due to the common observation made by 
the delegates and participants attending his classes in that the 
concepts and ideas they learn are not only valuable in the 
workplace, but equally valuable in their personal lives. “It is the 
whole person we work on, not just the corporate person. So 
when people get better, everything gets better including their 
jobs.”  
 



 
 

Contact Information: 
Email: don_radford@cooperators.ca  

Website: www.cooperators.ca  

Don Radford  
Don Radford knows everything that the voluntary sector needs 
to manage their insurance file. Don has worked as an 
Insurance Broker in the Alberta Property and Casualty 
Insurance Industry for over 30 years, with a specialty in 
Commercial Insurance. He earned a: MBA - Executive 
Management, FCIP- Fellow Chartered Insurance Professional, 
and CCIB - Canadian Credited Insurance Broker, CRM-
Canadian Risk Management designations. He co-authored 
Advanced Commercial Lines for the Canadian Professional 
Insurance Broker, a national training program for insurance 
brokers. His partner and wife, Ginny Bannerman, operate 
Bannerman Radford & Associates Inc. After traveling Alberta 
delivering seminars on insurance for the Alberta Voluntary 
Sector Insurance Council through Volunteer Alberta, Don was 
asked by The Co-operators to spear head their nonprofit 
product Community Guard. Don lives in Bragg Creek, Alberta. 

 

 
 

Contact Information: 
Email: sreid@kciphilanthropy.com 
Website: www.kciphilanthropy.com 

 
 

J. A. Stuart Reid 
A talented and seasoned development professional, Stu has 
proven leadership in non-profit management, donor and 
community relations, communications and marketing. As 
Senior Vice President, he is responsible for the management 
and growth of KCI’s activities in Western Canada. With 25 
years experience, Mr. Reid joined KCI in May 2002 after 
serving the University of Calgary as Executive Director, 
External Relations. During his tenure at the University, Mr. 
Reid successfully secured over $150 million, ranking the 
University’s endowment fund among the highest in Canada. A 
sought-after speaker at national and international conferences, 
Mr. Reid is a recognized leader in Canadian fundraising and 
philanthropy. He has played a key role in advancing the 
development profession, acting as a coach and advisor to 
executives of non-profit organizations and establishing 
innovative vehicles for private and philanthropic support. Mr. 
Reid has also served as an advisor on fundraising legislation 
and held senior positions on the Boards of a number of 
professional organizations, playing a key role in policy 
development and the establishment of reporting practices. In 
2008, Mr. Reid was awarded AFP Calgary’s Fundraiser of the 
Year. An active volunteer, Mr. Reid has served on the Boards 
of a wide variety of charitable organizations. He was a member 
of the United Way of Calgary’s Campaign Cabinet, is a strong 
supporter of the Calgary Learning Centre, volunteers with the 
Calgary Stampede on the Grandstand Attractions Committee, 
and is an Executive Board Member on the EPCOR Centre for 
the Performing Arts.  

 



 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 403.547.5344 

Email: tammyrobertson@telus.net  
Website: www.tammyrobertson.com   

Tammy Robertson  
Tammy believes that the essence of our challenge today is 
captured in one simple message, “Get Your Heart in the 
Game™!” As a life coach, author, and professional speaker to 
audiences across North America Tammy inspires and 
challenges you to step into your Best life and to be more 
purposeful and passionate about what you’re up to. Her urgent 
message is at once a call for action and a request to slow 
down, get a grip, tune in and have faith.  Speaking to hundreds 
of audiences across Canada, what is most apparent is the 
growing urgency and desire for a real life. Her aim is to 
provoke you to think about how you are “showing up” in your 
life?  When are you most compelling, alive, inspiring?  Have 
you given yourself permission to stop rushing, fretting, 
organizing, and doing so much? Today Tammy wants you to 
revel in the things that matter and fully embrace your one wild 
and precious life. Tammy has a Masters Degree in Physical 
and Health Education from the University of Western Ontario, 
and with over 20 years of corporate and entrepreneurial 
experience she brings a keen understanding of current 
challenges to her audiences. In the media she is a frequent 
commentator on workplace wellness and culture. 
 

 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 780-427-4688 

Email: sushila.samy@gov.ab.ca  
Website: www.culture.alberta.ca/humanrights 

 

Sushila Samy  
Sushila Samy is the Coordinator, Education Programs for the 
Alberta Human Rights Commission.  She has extensive 
experience in the human resources area specializing in human 
rights education, employment equity and diversity training.  
Through her work with the federal and provincial human rights 
commissions, she has gained an in-depth knowledge of the 
human rights legislation and its impact on organizations. 
Sushila is a trained facilitator and investigator and has 
developed and facilitated numerous workshops for government 
departments, educational institutions and the corporate sector.  
Her workshops are interactive and tailored to the needs of the 
organization.  She has presented at many conferences and 
special events. Recently, she coordinated an initiative of 
UNESCO, the Canadian Coalition of Municipalities Against  
Racism and Discrimination project that the City of Edmonton 
has undertaken.  During this work, she developed an Action 
Plan for the Racism Free Edmonton in consultation with 
various stakeholders. Sushila has received awards and 
citations for her work in the human rights area.  She holds 
degrees in Political Science, a Certificate in Personnel 
Administration and a Certificate from the Human rights and 
Research Centre at the University of Ottawa.  She is a member 
of the Human Resources Institute of Alberta. 

 



 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 780.422.1086 

Email: Amanda.swanek@gov.ab.ca  
Website: www.pipa.alberta.ca 

Amanda Swanek 
Amanda is a Senior Policy Analyst with Access and Privacy in 
Service Alberta, the Ministry responsible for Alberta’s Personal 
Information Protection Act (PIPA), as well as the Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act (the FOIP Act).  
Amanda was part of the technical team that worked with the 
MLA Committee of the Legislature that reviewed the Act in 
2007. Amanda was also involved in developing the PIPA 
Amendment Act that was passed by the Legislature at the end 
of November, 2009. Amanda has also developed PIPA 
resources and presentations to assist organizations in making 
privacy part of their business.  

 

 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 780.422.2315 

Email: Jackie.switzer@gov.ab.ca  
Website: http://culture.alberta.ca/cip 

 

Jackie Switzer  
Jackie is the Coordinator of International Development Grants 
within the Community Initiatives Program.  Jackie works with  
non-government organizations across Canada in preparing 
applications for funding to support Alberta’s commitment to the 
work of volunteer organizations overseas.  Jackie can help to 
determine your organizational eligibility, define your project 
within the grant program’s guidelines, help with any application 
questions and be a resource for other related inquires 
pertaining to international development and disaster response.  
 

 
 

Contact Information: 
Website: www.kpmg.ca 

 
 
 

Jeff Thomas 
Jeff is a Partner in KPMG’s Advisory Services practice in 
Alberta with 20 years of experience serving publicly 
accountable entities, primarily in Western Canada.  Jeff is 
focused on delivering Risk and Compliance services to enable 
decision making, resource allocation and the achievement of 
organizational objectives. Jeff helps organizations with 
enterprise risk management, business processes and controls, 
IT governance, audit reports on controls over the operation of 
service providers, IT project review and advice, and 
information security, privacy and control services. 



 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 780.460.8162 

Email: laurel@stonecirclecoaching.com  
Website: www.stonecirclecoaching.com   

 

Laurel Vespi 
Laurel is a certified life coach and the creative energy behind 
stone circle coaching. With more than 25 years experience as 
an educator, consultant and group facilitator, Laurel ignites 
individuals and businesses to new levels of change.  With 
humour, personal insight and story, Laurel guides people to 
fresh perspectives and an awakened heart and mind. Laurel 
has a Master of Education, is a Certified Professional Coactive 
Coach and a credentialled member of the International Coach 
Federation. Laurel is the Past President of the Edmonton 
Association of Professional Coaches and the author of the 
award winning book Spontaneous Combustion: Setting Your 
Life on Fire. 

 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 780.756.0660 

Email: bob@socialenterprisefund.ca  
Website: http://socialenterprisefund.ca  

Bob Ward 
Bob has 30 years experience working with aboriginal 
communities in Canada. The focus of much of his work has 
been building organization capacity and business and 
economic development. This experience gives Bob some 
insight into developing and operating social enterprise and 
preparing organizations for the journey. 
 

 
 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 403.270.0858 

Email: leo@calgarycompact.ca  
 

Leo Wong  
Leo recently graduated from the University of Alberta with a 
PhD in marketing, focusing on social marketing and consumer 
behaviour as it relates to charities and corporate social 
responsibility. He is the founder of the Calgary Compact, has 
been inducted into the Alberta Volunteer Wall of Fame and sits 
on the board for the International Association for Volunteer 
Effort. He has played an active role in other organizations in 
Alberta before, including Youth One in Edmonton, and 
Alberta’s YouthVOLUNTEER! 

 


